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IN THE CLAIMS ; 

The claims are am ended as follows; , ^ 

1. YCurrently amended) A case comprisingi 

a containkig part adapted to contain objects to be containedr«id i 

a lid part di sposed which is provided on an opening of said containing part and connected 
to said containing part by ¥ ia a hinge par t, said lid part operable a nd adapted to be freely opened 
and closed^ : and \ 

characterized in tmat in ar e as near comers of both side faces of said opening of said 
containing part and an opening of said lid part, ther e ar e provided 

at least one pair of looking portions, said locking portions being operable which ar e 
respectively adapted to be engaged with each other and disposed in areas near comers of both 
side faces of said opening of saidVontaining part and an opening of said lid part, and 

wherein said locking portion^ extend along said side faces of said containing part and 
said side faces of said lid part in a direction of a vertical axis of said case, said direction of said 
vertical axis corresponding to a directionVf opening of said case. 

2. (Currently amended) The A casei as claimed in claim 1, wherein characterized in 
that-said areas a fea near said comers extend from a , front face of said case along said side faces to 
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a point that Is c omer is less than or equal to o ne fourth or l e ss of a width of each of said side 

faces of said case from a front face « 

3. (Ourrently amended) The A case as claimed in claim 1, wherein characterized in 
that said locking portions comprise a shape of a first depression and a first p rojection and a shape 
of a second p rojection and a second depression which are adapted to be engaged with each other. 

4. (Currentmamended) The A case as claimed in claim 1, wherein characterized in 
that said locking portions cWprise a depression and a projection which are adapted to be 
engaged with each other, or aWojection and a depression which are adapted to be engaged with 
each other. \ 

5. (Currently amended) Vhe A case as claimed in claim 1 , wherein characterized in 
that said locking portions are disposedy provided in a reas near comers at a front side of said 
case , and disposed at i tt-substantiallv micMle areas of both said side faces of said openings of said 
containing part and said lid pa rt, or in area^ear comers at a back side . 

6. (Currently amended) The A case claimed in claim 1, wherein characterized in 
that said locking portions comprise an undercut shape aro in a shape of being undercut free . 
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7. \ (New) The case as claimed in claim 1, wherein said locking portions are disposed 
at areas near domers at a front side of said case, and disposed at areas near comers at a back side 
of said case. \ 

8. (N&w) The case as claimed in claim 1, wherein ridgelines of said projections and 
depressions of said Itocking portions are rounded. 

9. (New) A case comprising: 

a containing part comprising a deep container portion and an outer stepped portion 
having a thin wall thickness at an open edge of an opening of the containing part, said containing 
part being adapted to contain oVjects to be contained; 

a hd part provided with aAinner stepped portion having a thin wall thickness at an open 
edge of an opening of said lid part, isaid lid part being disposed on said opening of said 
containing part and connected to saidVontaining part by a hinge part, said lid part being operable 
to be freely opened and closed; and \ 

at least one pair of locking portionV said locking portions adapted to be engaged with 
each other and disposed in areas near comerX of both side faces of said opening of said 
containing part and an opening of said lid part;\ 

wherein said outer stepped portion of saidVontaining part and said inner stepped portion 
of said lid part are adapted to be engaged with eachVther; and 
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wherein locking portions extend along said side faces of said containing part and 

said side faces of said lid part in a direction of a vertical axis of said case, said direction of said 

vertical axis corresponding to a direction of opening of said case. 
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